
Temple Moor High School 
 

Online Safety Bulletin 
 

This is the second online safety bulletin produced by the school. We will aim to provide a new issue once a half term. 

The purpose is to provide parents with help and advice to allow them to keep children safe when using the internet. 

It is important that this bulletin can respond to the needs of parents and to new developments in online safety.  

 

If you have any area that you want the bulletin to address please contact the school on this address. 
TMHSOnlineSafety@tmhs.rklt.co.uk 

 

 
 

The Basics 
Keep Talking – In the last issue we highlighted the importance of talking to young people about their online usage.  
Try the link below for advice about the conversations you might have with students. 
https://www.leedsscp.org.uk/start_the_conversation 
 
What’s New 
Internet Filtering and Monitoring 

As part of our safeguarding within school for e-safety, we operate a filtering and monitoring system which 
prevents access to specific terminology, phrasing and websites. This is fully compliant with the Home Office 
Anti Terrorism watch list and The Internet Watch Foundation. This means that practically, there are over 
245,000 websites and banned phrases that are in effect 'filtered out' from student access. This is added to 
centrally on a daily basis. In the event that a student does try and search for a filtered word/website, the 
school receives notification on a daily basis. We then speak to individual students and inform parents if we 
have concerns. In some cases, this is simply a 'false positive', for example a student researching the Holocaust 
may see some access denied. We work hard to address such cases to not over limit access to be detrimental 
to learning.  
I would ask all parents to carefully consider what mechanisms you apply within your own homes to prevent 
access to harmful material. Please check that you have restricted access to material that is not appropriate or 
monitor this with your children and talk to them about the importance of this.  
 
Online Gaming and Gambling 
 The school has seen a rise is issues relating to gaming and gambling, these apps/sites require in app 
purchases which is illegal for children.  There is more advice below. 

Things to consider if your child games online: 

• age ratings of games they play 

• messaging and contact functions on the games 

• in-game purchases 

• trolling, griefing and scams 

• how to report problems 

• where they can get further support  
  

mailto:TMHSOnlineSafety@tmhs.rklt.co.uk
https://www.leedsscp.org.uk/start_the_conversation


The Online Safety Bill 2023 
Some parents/guardians will be aware of the Online safety Bill gained royal assent on the 26th of October. This 
means that it has now passed into law, but what does this mean for you and I? 
There is greater responsibility placed on social media companies which means they should; 

• remove illegal content quickly or prevent it from appearing in the first place, including content promoting self-
harm 

• prevent children from accessing harmful and age-inappropriate content including pornographic content, content 
that promotes, encourages or provides instructions for suicide, self-harm or eating disorders, content depicting 
or encouraging serious violence or bullying content 

• enforce age limits and use age-checking measures on platforms where content harmful to children is published 

• ensure social media platforms are more transparent about the risks and dangers posed to children on their sites, 
including by publishing risk assessments 

• provide parents and children with clear and accessible ways to report problems online when they do arise 
 
In addition, the bill also; 

• make sure illegal content is removed 

• enforce the promises social media platforms make to users when they sign up, through terms and conditions 

• offer users the option to filter out content, such as online abuse, that they do not want to see 
 
The consequences for not meeting these requirements will include much larger fines being place for the large social 
media companies, up to 10% of their global income.  
Beyond the social media companies, the new law has also strengthened the ability to convict people who are abusive 
online, carryout grooming or aim to share intimate images.  
 
Age Ratings for Online Services 
Age ratings are in place to help protect your child, so we thought we’d provide you with a little reminder of how 
important it is to check the age ratings of what your child is accessing online. Here are the age ratings of some 
of the more popular apps that young people are accessing. Did you know that WhatsApp has an age rating of 16? 

 

Whether your child is viewing films, accessing apps, playing games online, using social media or downloading other apps 

– check the age rating first to see if your child is old enough. In addition, the likes of PEGI include further content 

descriptors, which will give you an indication of the type of content that your child might view e.g. violence if accessing 

the app/game etc. It is important to note that whilst age ratings do allow you to see if something may be appropriate for 

your child, it is also important to review the content yourself. This will allow you to make an informed decision as to 

whether it is suitable for your child to access and if it would be beneficial to apply further parental controls. 

 

Further information 

Parent Zone have published this article about why age ratings matter: https://parentzone.org.uk/article/age-ratings 
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